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In the 1800s, the Plains-Cree and Assiniboine hunted in the
valley of the Souris River in the winter and near the Turtle
Mountains in the summer. However, they could not cross
the Coteau as it continued to be blocked by hostile Sioux
(Ewers 1974:35). The Assiniboine held the confluence of
the Missouri and the Yellowstone (Hewes 1961:52). The
Chippewa-Cree crossed the eastern boundary of North Da-
kota (Ewers 1974:35) and continued moving westward,
spreading to central Montana by 1850. Northern North Da-
kota was controlled by the Chippewa-Cree and southern
North Dakota was dominated by the Yankton.

INDIAN RESERVATIONS

Before 1850 lands in the West including North Dakota were
set-aside as Indian Country for the Plains and removed east-
ern tribes. Migration and immigration of white settlers and
inherent problems lead to the Treaties of Fort Laramie of
1868 and the Treaty of Medicine Lodge of 1867, which es-
tablished large reservations for the tribes. The Great Sioux
Nation after the Plains conflicts of the 1860-1870s was di-
vided into smaller reservations in North and South Dakota.
After 1871Congress made no more treaties with American
Indians. Congress passed the General Allotment Act in 1887
providing for the allotment of lands to individual Indians.
The immediate effect of the act was to again reduce the size

of Indian reservations as lands were sold off. The Indian
Reorganization Act of 1934 was passed to halt the sale of
tribal lands, ending the allotment policy. The Act also al-
lowed the tribes to incorporate and establish tribal constitu-
tions and constitutional forms of government.

Forced assimilation by relocation marked the Federal policy
of the 1950s. The government provided financial assistance
to relocate in urban areas. House Concurrent Resolution 108
was to terminate “from Federal supervision and control and
from all disabilities and limitations applicable to Indians”.
One of the tribes was the Turtle Mountain Chippewa. Un-
der Termination policy all the trust lands would be sold and
proceeds divided among the people. No reservation and no
further governmental services would be provided. At the
end of the 1960s the policy of Termination was changed to
the comprehensive policy of Self-Determination.

In 1975 the Indian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act formally changed the policy of termination. The
act among other changes provided that tribal governments
could contract with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to admin-
ister their own programs. Today tribes constantly face lack
of sufficient funds to support their programs and are faced
with Federal-funding cuts.

There are four Indian reservations within North Dakota: Fort
Berthold, Standing Rock, Fort Totten, and Turtle Mountain.
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North Dakota ca. AD 1780
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