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unmarked burial would be protected from disturbance un-
der North Dakota Century Code (Citation: §23-06-27, Sec-
tion Title: Protection of human burial sites, human remains
and burial goods).

2.5 ALTERNATIVE C (MODIFIED
LEASING)

BLM would lease 5,571 acres of Federal coal beneath pri-
vate surface. Under an existing Programmatic Agreement
and its approved Management Plan, the W1/2 Section 4, T.
145 N., R. 88W. would be offered for lease with the surface
stipulated as “No Surface Disturbance to protect significant
sites.” Likewise, Section 14 T. 145 N., R. 88W. would be
offered for lease, with eight acres stipulated as “No Surface
Disturbance” to protect the Traditional Cultural Property
(effigy) and the only recorded unmarked burial site.

This alternative also includes a donation of lands and mon-
ies by the lessee to a recently established North Dakota State
Indian Cultural Education Trust. The trust was established
for the purpose of generating income to benefit Indian cul-
tural education. By donating lands to the trust, a segment of
the cultural landscape and the archeological sites they con-
tain would be preserved. These sites, which would be trans-
ferred from private ownership into the trust, would become
readily accessible to American Indians.

Donor agreements would provide for a donation of lands
into the trust containing four of the 13 Historic Properties
located above Federal coal. The only recorded Traditional
Cultural Property (effigy) and unmarked burial would also
be preserved. In addition, lands holding seven Historic Prop-
erties located above private or state coal would be donated
to the trust with similar provisions. Sixteen non-National
Register eligible sites would also be preserved. Nine other
Historic Properties located above Federal coal would be
mitigated through planned archeological investigations in
conjunction with 19 other Historic Properties of the WMA.
Donor Agreements would put 1,720 acres into the Educa-
tion Trust, preserving 29 archeological sites, a Traditional
Cultural Property, an unmarked burial, and 439 stone rings,
cairns, alignments, and stone lined depressions.

2.6 SUMMARY COMPARISON OF
ALTERNATIVES

See Tables 2.1 through 2.3.

2.7 IDENTIFICATION OF THE
PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

Alternative C is the Preferred Alternative.

Figure 2.1

Private surface above unmined Federal coal would go through substantial disturbances
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