GIS Meeting

Billings, MT

January 8 – January 9, 2004
The meeting (or part of it) were attended by:  Dennis Leonard (Missoula Field Office), Laurie Blinn, (Dillion Field Office), Sheila Cain, Larry Padden (Billings Field Office), Wendy Warren, Sherry Stanhope, Cliff Sisko (Miles City Field Office), Kaylene Patten, Dan Frank (Lewistown Field Office), Trish Eggart (Great Falls Oil and Gas Field Station), Corinne Walter, Barry Williams (North Dakota Field Office), Kathie Jewell, Donna Degner, Shelley Johnson, Randy Schardt, Corla DeBar, Fran Rieman, Norma Smith, Pas Laborda, Jack Wunder, Scott DeBock (Montana State Office)

Thursday, January 8, 2004
EZ Mapper:  Donna gave a demo on the new EZ Mapper program.  EZ Mapper will replace the Maps on Demand application we presently have running using ArcView.  
Hardware/Software:  Kathie did a briefing in regards to hardware/software and the Citrix setup.  The state office GIS section received no year-end dollars.  The North Dakota Field Office put in for and received $35,000 for the Citrix setup, so MSO was able to procure some of the needed Citrix servers.  The Lotus Notes users were consolidated in Denver, so the server that had Lotus Notes on was released to install SDE  (mtso039).  MSO had remote support from the Oregon State Office installing the Citrix software and also had remote support from Denver for the SDE configuration.  MSO is still short on servers for the “Citrix Farm”.  The servers cost approximately $7,000 each.  Kathie suggested the GIS field office staffs brief managers on the need for the dollars for their servers.  Informix still needs additional storage, and space is needed for the DOQs.  246 GB of storage was purchased for SDE data.  Telecom is upgrading gigabyte switches as well.  Asko sent out an email to the field office system administrators on how to set up Citrix for the users.

DRG’s need to be loaded for the EZ Mapper application.  Testing still needs to be completed utilizing the Citrix server to run EZ Mapper and the Oil and Gas Application.  Once this testing is complete EZ Mapper may be deployed to the rest of the state.  At this point, Citrix has licenses for 20 concurrent users.  We will need to monitor licenses/users.

Once EZ Mapper has been deployed, ArcView will eventually be removed from the majority of users’ machines.  It will be necessary to leave it on some machines for processing with programs such as FORVIS and SIMPLE.

SDE Data Editing:  Shelley gave a presentation on how Editing and Versioning works within SDE, and the process we will need to go through to complete edits and updates on the data.  It will be available on the GIS website.
Data Stewardship:  Norma Smith (State Data Administrator) gave a presentation on Data Standards.  Some of the offices wanted her to come out and give the presentation to their field offices.  The suggestion was made for Norma to give her presentation to the SMT.  A discussion took place about the establishment of data stewards where there aren’t any, and how we need to get the data stewards involved in becoming responsible for their data. 

MT Data Model:  Data modeling is necessary to review how the data is set up, to get the most benefit from the program.  Oregon is right in the middle of their data model and has spent a lot of time putting together proposals for how to store their datasets.  Kathie asked the group to review the Oregon handout, so a discussion may take place during the January 21, 2004 conference call.
GIS Charter:   The GIS Charter was supposed to be presented to the ITIB – it never happened.   Corinne has a copy of the charter, so she will email it to Kathie, who will try to get it on the ITIB agenda.

Transportation:  Engineering has put money into Oregon contractors and Scott DeBock is taking the lead on the transportation project.  He has been working with Kathie, Becky, and Shelley in the State Office, as well as Wendy Warren in the Miles City Field Office to get the contract and data prepared.  Dillon has incorporated all roads into one transportation layer for their RMP, and Lewistown has been creating a transportation layer for their RMP.  Laurie will send her metadata to Scott, so he can incorporate it with the other data we are giving the contractors.  Becky has the Lewistown RMP transportation standards, so she will give a copy to Scott as well.  Scott also mentioned that the data stewards for transportation were selected by zone and they would be Lee Walsh, Wendy Warren, and Carl Patten.

Bureau-wide Projects:  EGIS – The project manager position currently advertised.  Don’t know if any monies are going to be available for hardware before FY05.  NILS – latest deployment was parcel management.  EPlanning – behind on development, nothing estimated to hit non-pilot states for another year.  AZ and Alaska are the pilots.
GIS User Request Database:  Please utilize this database.  Request your work through the database.
Weekly GIS Conference Calls:  Anyone interested in participating in the call may do so.  Kathie will try to put together an agenda.
Data Timeframes:  The Oil and Gas data needs to be loaded as well as the data from the libraries, etc.  Would like to get the Citrix server available in 1 week, pull Arcview in 1 month, and add DOQ’s for high priority areas, until we get enough storage to load them all.  There is a possibility of contracting for data cleanup?

Corla – is the designated data editor for 100K ownership for all three states.
Ownership at 24K and grazing needs to get completed and merged for all field offices.
Laurie will send Shelley her RMP data to load into SDE and then test from her laptop.

Priorities for SDE data load: 

1. DRG’s

2. Dickinson Oil & Gas new features

3. Dillon RMP data

4. 100k ownership

5. 24k ownership

6. DOQ’s for high priority areas

Round Table:

Corinne – EIS, Oil and Gas Field Maps, loading ArcGIS software in the field offices.

Trish – Creating and updating oil and gas maps, merging oil and gas data sets.

Kaylene – Finished draft of Arrow Creek Watershed plan, work on RMP maps for each alternative for transportation, OHV Priority areas.

Laurie – RMP to printer, 84 maps total – 13 oversize, 71 at 11x17 (.eps files).

Dennis – Landscape assessment for Hoodoos and Rock Creek Area, exporting old watershed data into Personal Geodatabases (PGDB).

Cliff – Thompson Creek project, getting oil and gas data merged and cleaned.

Sherry – Timber sales for Missouri Breaks, timber stands, fire perimeters, update dispatch wall map, update aviation wall map, weeds and wildlife projects, OHV priority areas.

Wendy – had some questions on EZ Mapper.

Sheila – NRCS contract for Pryor Mountains (stips tied to data).

Dan – Zortman Mine map, Block Management maps
GPS Section:   Cliff talked about the Pathfinder Office licensing issue, and Kathie suggested they look into a site license for all the states instead of every state buying individual licenses.  Pathfinder 3.0 should be released shortly.  Cliff will get it to Asko for deployment.  Need $10-15,000 for GPS support in regards to firmware and software upgrades.  

A suggestion was made to send out two IM’s, one requesting field offices to submit all their data dictionaries, and one recommending the preferred GPS units to procure.
Friday, January 9, 2004
GCDB Section: Mike Birtles discussed the Montana/Dakotas GCDB program and what they are doing.   They are presently working in North/South Dakota, and working with the states to get their GCDB completed.  The area of concentration is the Williston Basin Area.  Mike discussed a proposal to use year-end dollars to contract out the work of snapping our data to fit the GCDB data.   We talked about the different possibilities and Pas was concerned about the process, why we were doing it, and whether is was worth it?

Oil and Gas Field Map Application:  Donna did a live demo on the Oil and Gas Application.  The application is loaded on Citrix.  There is a 20 user limitation on Citrix at this point.  We could run into licensing problems with EZ Mapper loaded on Citrix.  Citrix uses Windows login and password.  Discussion took place about the program as she went through it; notes were made on what changes needed to take place before deployment.    

