
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

information to establish Visual Resource Management
classes. A Class V rating was applied to areas where the
natural character of the landscape had been disturbed to a
point where rehabilitation would be needed to bring it up to
one of the other four classes. Since then, Class V was elimi-
nated from the rating system for visual resource inventory.
Areas previously assigned to Class V in the planning area
were mined areas and were reassigned to Class IV.

VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY CLASSES
Class I is assigned to those areas where a management de-
cision has been made previously to maintain a natural land-
scape. This includes areas such as national wilderness ar-
eas, wilderness study areas, the wild section of a national
wild and scenic river, and other congressionally and admin-
istratively designated areas where decision have been made
to preserve a natural landscape. Class II, III, and IV as as-
signed based on a combination of scenic quality, sensitivity
level, and distance zones. Generally, the lower the class
number, the more sensitive the area is to visual intrusions.
These classes do not establish management direction.

VISUAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT CLASS
ASSIGNMENTS
Visual Resource Management Classes are assigned through
the land use planning process and identify the objectives
for managing visual resources. During the preparation of
the MFP, all lands in the planning area and the associated

Visual Resource Inventory classes were reviewed and as-
signed to VRM classes. These VRM class assignments con-
sidered the value of the visual quality and anticipated future
land uses and defined the maximum amount of landscape
alteration and surface disturbance that could occur.

Table 24 describes the VRM classes and associated man-
agement objectives.

CONDITION AND TREND
In the Dillon planning area, Class I areas are associated with
wilderness (the Bear Trap Unit of the Lee Metcalf Wilder-
ness in Madison County) and WSAs scattered across the
planning area. Class II areas are often found adjacent to
Wilderness Study Area boundaries, and in the planning area
are mostly located on the south side of the Centennial Val-
ley, in the Big Sheep Creek area, adjacent to the Blacktail
WSA, on the west side of the Ruby Mountains WSA, and
along the Madison River corridor and foothills. Public lands
on the fringes of the Tobacco Root Mountains, between the
Gravelly and Ruby mountains, and in the Medicine Lodge,
Clark Canyon and south and east Pioneers areas are in Class
III. Over half of the planning area is in Class IV, including
the large expanses of public lands in Horse Prairie, Bannack,
the Sage Creek and Sweetwater Hills, the north side of the
Centennial Valley, and lands in the vicinity of Virginia City
Hill. Table 25 shows the acreage of the planning area cur-
rently within each VRM class.

Table 24 
Visual Resource Management Class Objectives 

Class I Preservation of the landscape is the primary management goal in Class I areas. This class provides for 
natural ecological changes; however, it does not preclude very limited management activity. The level of 
change to the characteristic landscape should be very low and must not attract attention. 

Class II The objective of this class is to retain the existing character of the landscape. Activities or modifications of 
the environment should not be evident or attract the attention of the casual observer. Changes should 
repeat the basic elements of form, line, color and texture found in the predominant natural features of the 
characteristic landscape. 

Class III The objective of this class is to partially retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of change 
to the characteristic landscape should be moderate. Management activities may attract attention, but should 
not dominate the view of the casual observer. Changes caused by management activities may be evident 
but should not detract from the existing landscape. 

Class IV Class IV VRM objective is to provide for management activities which require major modification of the 
existing character of the landscape. Changes may attract attention and be dominant landscape features but 
should reflect the basic elements of the existing landscape. Class IV rating is generally reserved for areas 
where the visual intrusions dominate the viewshed but are in character with the landscape (areas such as 
rural communities, multiple subdivisions, mining developments, etc.). 
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