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presence of numerous subdivisions that have developed in the last 15 years.  Residents are 
aware of the changes that can result from growth 
and there is an ongoing effort to respond to the 
social and cultural demands that can occur with 
growth.   Length of residence is an important 
element is the sense of community in Madison 
County.  The “old family” residents of each 
geographic area represent the agricultural base 
and the history of the area.  Newcomers may be 
seasonal or full-time residents.  Seasonal 
newcomers are perceived as less integrated than 
newcomers who live in the county year round.  
Responses to newcomers express both real 
concerns about practical problems and also the 
values and sense of community of Madison 
County.  These concerns are based on the 

growth in the Madison and Ruby Valleys where 
the agricultural/ranching lifestyle is highly 
valued. 
 
As ranches and farms are sold for subdivision or 
to absentee owners, ranchers may have fewer 
options to graze livestock, which may result in 
increased costs and decreased viability of either 
continuing their operations or passing them on to 
their children.  The presence of newcomers is 
influencing how long-term residents perceive 
their present and anticipate their future, as well 
as how they define their identity as community 
members

. 
 

Table 43 
Beaverhead and Madison County Populations 

 Beaverhead 
County 

Largest 
Community in 

Beaverhead 
County (Dillon) 

Madison 
County 

Largest 
Community in 

Madison County 
(Ennis) 

2001 population 9,089 NA 6,939 NA 
% Increase/decrease in 
population from 1990 to 2000 

9% increase 6% decrease 14% increase 9% increase 

% Increase/decrease in 
population from 2000 to 2001 

1% decrease NA 1% increase NA 

Projected % increase/decrease 
in population from 2000 to 
2020 

17% increase NA 29% increase NA 

Persons per square mile 1.7 NA 1.9 NA 
 
 
Affected Groups  
 
Note:  This discussion is under construction and 
will be revised as alternatives are developed. 
 
Discussions of communities of interest and place 
are included to facilitate the assessment of social 
impacts.  The following individuals and groups 
will be discussed:  commercial users such as 
livestock permittees, casual users such as 
recreationists, communities, and advocacy 
groups.  It should be noted that these discussions 
generalize and simplify the members’ actual 
values and attitudes.  In addition, this format is 
not meant to imply that these groups are 

mutually exclusive and examples of households 
fitting into all categories are likely to be present.  
For instance, some ranchers engage in recreation 
and are particularly concerned about the 
environment.  Recreationists may engage in 
motorized and nonmotorized types of recreation, 
and may have high levels of concern about 
environment.  In addition, people’s attitudes and 
interests may change over time. 
 
Commercial Users 
 
Commercial users include livestock permittees, 
permitted outfitters and guides, those who lease 
energy and minerals, the forest products 
industry, and others.  The following discussion 


