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The HMM program focuses on immediate 
threats to public health and the environment 
from spills, dumping, discovery of explosives, 
etc.  The Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) 
program focuses on the longer term clean up of 
mine related waste materials that may be 
considered hazardous to human health and the 
environment.  If hazardous materials are present 
at abandoned mine sites they are most often 
considered non-time critical removal actions 
under the National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP) 
rather than emergency removal actions that are 
typical of many hazardous materials problems. 
The AML program also focuses on physical 
safety dangers from open shafts, adits, and pits. 
 
Goals 
 
The goals of the Montana/Dakotas BLM 
hazardous materials management program are 
to: 
 

�� Prevent the occurrence of hazardous 
materials/waste incidents on public land. 

�� Prevent illegal dumping of hazardous 
wastes on public lands. 

�� Ensure protection of human health and 
the environment when dealing with 
hazardous materials/wastes on public 
lands and BLM facilities. 

�� Minimize the generation or release of 
hazardous wastes and pollution on BLM 
public lands and BLM facilities. 

�� Remediate or remove existing hazardous 
sites such as problematic mines, 
landfills, or dumps. 

 
Potential Sources of Hazardous 
Materials 
 
Hazardous materials or hazardous material sites 
can be generated from the activites described in 
Table 42. 
 
 

 
Table 42.    Activities and Associated 

Hazardous Materials 
Potential Hazard Examples 

Hazardous materials 
associated with 
historic and active 
mine operations 

�� Acid rock drainage 
�� Chemicals associated 

with processing ore or 
used in laboratories (ie. 
cyanide) 

�� Explosives such as 
dynamite, ammonium 
nitrate, caps, and 
boosters 

�� Heavy metals 
�� Asbestos 

Military operation �� Unexploded ordinances 
�� Aircraft wreckage 

Illegal dumping �� Unauthorized landfills 
�� Dumping of barrels or 

other containers with 
hazardous substances 
on public land 

Illegal activities �� Drug Labs 
�� Wire burn sites 

Spillage of 
hazardous materials 

�� Materials spilled from 
overturned trucks or 
train cars 

Oil and gas activities �� Hydrogen sulfide gas 
�� Oil spills 

Facilities on public 
land either federal or 
private (under a 
right-of-way) 

�� Leaky underground 
storage tanks 

�� Asbestos 

 
 

Hazardous Materials Incidents in the 
Dillon Planning Area 
 
The largest number of hazardous materials 
incidents occurring in the planning area are 
associated with mining activities, both past and 
present.  The planning area has seen extensive 
mining over the past 150 years and as a result 
has generated potential for hazardous materials.  
Due to the absence of reclamation laws and 
other regulations up until about the mid 1970’s, 
numerous mines have been abandoned with no 
reclamation.  While most of these mines are 
small and their waste is inert, some abandoned 


