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The DFO administers approximately 355 rights-
of-way which encumber over 8,000 acres of 
BLM lands (LR2000 Database Report, April 
2002).  These existing grants are for a myriad of 
different facilities and are held by private 
individuals and groups as well as various 
business and government entities.  Power 
transmission and distribution lines, roads, and 
telephone lines are the most common types of 
right-of-way facilities – accounting for well over 
half of the total number of grants.  Examples of 
additional types of right-of-way facilities 
authorized within the planning area include 
water pipelines, communication sites, ditches, 
railroads, material sites, and fiber optic lines.  
The DFO processes approximately 10 to 15 
right-of-way actions annually.  These include 

right-of-way applications for new facilities as 
well as the amendment, assignment, renewal or 
relinquishment of existing right-of-way grants. 
 
Sixteen communication site rights-of-way 
occupying ten different communication site 
locations are authorized within the planning area 
(see Map 4 and Table 20).  Potential new users 
are encouraged to locate within existing 
communication facilities.  While Maurer 
Mountain has a communication site plan 
completed in 1983, none of the other 
communication site facilities have plans.  Site 
plans are expected to be completed or updated 
for the Bear Trap, Pipe Organ, Armstead 
Mountain and Maurer Mountain communication 
sites prior to the end of 2005.  

 
Table 20.  Communication Sites and Locations 

Communication Site Legal Description (Principal Meridian, Montana) 
Armstead Mountain    SE1/4NE1/4, Sec. 34, T. 10 S., R. 11 W. 
Pipe Organ   SW1/4NE1/4, Sec. 4, T. 9 S., R. 10 W. 
Maurer Mountain    NE1/4NW1/4, Sec. 29, T. 10 S., R. 9 W. 
Bear Trap   SE1/4NE1/4, Sec. 18, T. 4 S., R. 1 E. 
Baldy Ridge NE1/4SE1/4, Sec. 26, T. 7 S., R. 3 W. 
Badger Pass (aka: Bannack) NE1/4NW1/4, Sec. 22, T. 7 S., R. 11 W. 
Barton Gulch SE1/4SW1/4, Sec. 12, T. 7 S., R. 4 W. 
Lakeview Ridge Lot 4 of Sec. 26 and Lot 1 of Sec. 27, T. 14 S., R. 2 W. 
Monida Pass NE1/4NE1/4 and NW1/4NE1/4, Sec. 25,T. 14 S., R. 7 W. 
VC Hill   SW1/4NE1/4, W1/2, and NW1/4SE1/4,Sec. 32, T. 6 S., R. 2 W. 

 

of-way corridors or use areas within the 
planning area, although attempts are made to 
group compatible facilities where possible.  The 
DFO currently has no right-of-way exclusion or 
avoidance areas.  In accordance with the 1979 
Dillon MFP, when feasible, power distribution 
lines are required to be buried when located on 
public lands within ¼ mile on each side of the 
Madison River from Quake Lake to the northern 
planning area boundary to protect scenic values. 
 
The DFO administers six Sec. 302 FLPMA 
temporary land use permits involving about 40 
acres of BLM lands (LR2000 Database Report, 
April 2002).  These permits are issued for a term 
of up to three years and are for the temporary 
use of public lands for agricultural use.  There 
are no leases or easements under Sec. 302 of 

area.  Only one R&PP lease exists within the 
area administered by the DFO.  This 90-acre 
lease is held by the Dillon Rifle and Pistol Club 
and expires in 2008.  R&PP transfers are 
discussed below under Land Ownership 
Adjustment.  
 
Currently, the DFO analyzes requests for land 
use authorizations and applies mitigation 
measures on a case-by-case basis.  
 
Land Ownership Adjustment 
 
Land ownership (or land tenure) adjustment 
refers to those actions that result in the disposal 
of BLM lands and/or the acquisition of non-
Federal lands or interests.   
 


