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by herd units.  These herd units are large, 
landscape-level areas (Pioneer Mountains, 
Gravelly Mountains, Lima-Tendoy) that 
encompass seasonal habitats and movements for 
discrete populations.  However at that scale, it is 
difficult to derive specific elk or mule deer 
numbers for a smaller area that may be useful 
for site specific planning.  Seasonal habitats are 
mapped in GIS, and represent an outside 
perimeter where a particular seasonal use could 
be expected to occur by a particular species, but 
are not intended to be precise because 
distribution varies annually due to weather, 
forage availability, and population size and 
distribution.  Areas are included that do not 
provide for a particular use due to topography, 
different vegetation, or disturbances but are too 
small to map at the broad scale, e.g. north slopes 
on winter ranges, timber patches in sagebrush.  
Some habitat areas are not designated due to 
lack of public (BLM) ownership (Big Hole 
valley, Madison valley).  All seasonal habitats 
for all species have not been identified.  Summer 
and fall habitats are generally not identified 
since use during those seasons is widely 
dispersed across many different ownerships.  
BLM emphasis has been to identify winter 
habitats, and breeding habitats where they occur 
on BLM lands. 

 
Elk, Mule Deer, Antelope 
 
The planning area provides habitat for nearly all 
the game species recognized in Montana.  Elk, 
mule deer and antelope are widespread and 
fairly common. Elk numbers have expanded 
until recently and were generally above Montana 
FWP Elk Plan population objectives in many 
herd units.  Populations have been reduced, and 
most units have now stabilized within plan 
objectives.  Mule deer populations have declined 
and rebounded at least twice since the late 
1970's.  Current populations appear to be 
increasing.  Antelope numbers have remained 
generally static during the 1980's and 1990's 
although current numbers are somewhat lower 
than average in some areas.  These three big 
game species travel widely throughout the area 
between seasonal habitats, with major winter 
habitat occurring on public and private lands.  
Montana FWP winter game ranges at Wall 
Creek, Robb Ledford and the East Fork of 
Blacktail Creek sustain significant numbers of 
wintering elk, mule deer and to a lesser degree 
antelope.  General migration corridors for these 
species are fairly well identified.  Extensive 
interchange between elk and mule deer 
populations in Montana and Idaho occurs across 
the Continental Divide, with animals using 
winter habitat in Montana and summer habitat in 
Idaho, and the reverse. 

Table 17.  Seasonal Habitat for Game Species in the Dillon Field Office  
Public land acreages* include habitats that normally receive some use during a particular season.  

Acreages are not cumulative since seasonal uses often overlap 
Species Yearlong Summer/Fall Winter/Spring 

Antelope 123,500 375,000 110,000 
Bighorn Sheep 33,000   
Elk 35,000 378,000 305,000 
Moose 260,000  32,000 
Mountain goat 5,400   
Mule Deer 115,000 365,000 259,000 
Sage grouse 647,000**  75,400 
Waterfowl 9,000   
*  Mountain Foothills Grazing EIS (USDI-BLM 1980);  Montana FWP 2002 GIS;  BLM 2001 
GIS 
**  Montana FWP “occupied habitat” 


