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There are approximately 2050 acres of lentic 
(standing water) wetland habitats recorded on 
public lands.in the planning area. Wetland 
habitats have not been comprehensively 
inventoried (Prichard 1994), and numerous 
small wetland areas exist throughout the 

planning area that have not been identified.  
Habitat is classified as lentic only if it is 
associated with standing water or small closed 
basins.  Wetland habitat associated with springs, 
seeps and streams has not been documented 
separately from stream habitat assessments, even 
though some of these areas contain substantial 

 
acres of off-channel habitat.  Relatively few 
extensive wetland/wet meadow complexes are 
present on public land.  The major portion of 
wetland habitat in the planning area is on the 
shoreline of Lima Reservoir in the Centennial 
Valley, and Ruby Reservoir where annual 
drawdown of water levels precludes the 
development and maintenance of shoreline and 
littoral vegetation.  Other extensive wet 
meadow/wetland habitats occur in Big Sheep 
Creek Basin , at Axolotl Lakes and in the 
Centennial Valley.  Wetland enhancement 
projects developed through Intermountain Joint 
Venture partnerships have created 
approximately 185 acres of enhanced wetland 
habitat.  The Monida Creek DU project on Lima 
Reservoir will provide an additional 42 acres of 
shallow wetland habitat when constructed.   
 
 
Riparian Monitoring 
 
Extensive riparian habitat inventory and 
vegetation trend monitoring has occurred since 
1980.  Prior to 1989, most information focused 
on woody vegetation characteristics and active 
bank erosion.  Montana Riparian Wetland 
Association inventory methodologies were 
developed in 1989 using existing Dillon 
inventories as a base, and led to the development  

of a comprehensive inventory focusing on 
vegetation, soils and hydrology. This inventory 
supports a health assessment that describes the 
functional condition of a stream reach.  This 
methodology was adopted as the Montana BLM 
standard during the 1990’s.  This inventory 
method has been utilized on approximately half 
of the identified stream reaches in planning area 
with most of the work completed between 1992 
and 1996.  Reassessments to identify progress 
toward achieving PFC have been selected from 
this database and conducted on approximately 
20 miles of stream.   
 
Riparian coverboard monitoring transects are 
used to monitor trend for palatable deciduous 
woody vegetation, and have been a primary tool, 
along with function assessments, for evaluating 
riparian management effectiveness in allotment 
evaluations.  Over 700 of these studies have 
been established and monitored since 1980 
(Myers 1987a).  Quantifiable data and photos 
are collected at several photo points for each 
transect.  Most transects have been duplicated at 
least twice, some several times, and have been 
very useful in documenting trend in riparian 
vegetation communities. 
 
Thirteen small riparian exclosures were 
constructed in 1981, and 1982 to provide 
comparison areas on various riparian habitat 
types.  Paired transects with Daubenmire 

Table 11.  Functional condition of streams and wetlands in the Planning Area 
 Proper 

Functioning 
Condition (PFC) 

PFC % Functional-at-
risk 

(FAR) 

FAR % Nonfunctional 
(NF) 

NF % 

Stream 
riparian 
(miles) 

 
163 

 
18 

 
536 

 
59 

 
215 

 
23 

Wetlands 
(acres) 

525 26 1326 65 187 9 


