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Fig. 18: Gross Ag Income by Type in Beaverhead County
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Agricultural receipts have been generally 
trending downward in Beaverhead County as 
well, but the overall decline hasn’t been quite as 
great in relative terms.  Total gross receipts total 
over $85 million in 190, sagged during the early 
‘80s before rising back over $80 million in 1989, 
and then dipped again during the mid-90s before 
increasing modestly in more recent years to 
around $70 million in 2000.  Receipts from 
livestock sales are the biggest source of income 
by far, followed by receipts from crop sales.  
Farmers and ranchers in both counties received 
very little income through government farm 
programs, largely because most of these benefits 
are attached to crop production programs.  
Income from sources other than these such as 
off-farm income is relatively small in both 
counties as well. 
 
Figures19 and 20 relate these total agricultural 
receipts to total agricultural expenditures on a 
yearly basis over time for each county.  In 
Madison County, gross expenditures exceeded 
gross receipts from 1980 through 1987, in 1990 
and 1991, and in every year since 1993.  The 
economic picture for farmers and ranchers in 

Beaverhead County has been very similar.  
Expenses exceeded receipts from 1980 to 1985, 
in 1986, and from 1994 to 1998.   
 
Under these economic conditions, agricultural 
producers have been attempting to lower 
expenditures, as indicated by steadily falling 
gross expenditures in both counties.  But gross 
receipts have steadily trailed off, largely off-
setting any reductions in expenditures and 
keeping farmers and ranchers in the area in 
difficult straits.  Cattle prices have been weak 
through much of this period and cattle 
inventories have been reduced to meet or to 
lower expenses.  These constraints on 
agricultural producers have steadily reduced the 
dependencies of the area economy, particularly 
with steady growth in other non-farm sectors of 
the economy such as services, construction, 
government, retail trade, manufacturing, and 
finance, insurance and real estate.  In addition to 
agriculture, the mining industry also has 
experienced deep declines in Madison County, 
although seeing some gains in Beaverhead 
County, as previously noted. 

 


