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Recent unemployment rates in both counties are 
relatively low, based upon historical standards, 
with a 4.0 percent unemployment rate in 
Beaverhead County and a 3.9 percent rate in 
Madison.  Unemployment levels rose in the 
early and mid-80s and have been largely 
trending downward since, with a brief 
interruption in this trend in the early ‘90s.  Area 
unemployment rates seldom drop lower than 3 
or 4 percent.  So, it is readily apparent that area 
employment has grown to more than match area 
growth in the labor force. 
 
 
Employment Trends 

 
As mentioned previously, labor earnings are the 
largest source of area personal income in both 
Madison and Beaverhead Counties.  Labor 
income is earned through employment and area 
employment is of two major types; wage and 
salary employment (persons in the work force 
employed by others and paid a wage or salary) 
and proprietor employment (persons that are 
self-employed).  Figure 11 shows area 
employment over time in Madison County by 
major type, with proprietor or self-employment 
shown for nonfarm proprietors and farm 
proprietors. 

Figure 10: Area Average Annual Unemployment Rates

0%
1%
2%
3%
4%
5%
6%
7%
8%
9%

10%

'75 '77 '79 '81 '83 '85 '87 '89 '91 '93 '95 '97 '99

YEAR

Pe
rc

en
t o

f L
ab

or
 F

or
ce

 U
ne

m
pl

oy
ed

Madison
Beaverhead


